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April 3 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Tommy Rutledge, 

SOMA Pastor, preaching 
 

April 10 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:1-9 
 

April 17 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:10-22 
 

April 24 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
John 13:31-35 

 

Sunday Worship 

Tuesday, April 5 
6:30PM  Deacons 

 
Monday, April 11 

6:00PM Leadership Team 

April Meetings 

 Last month I shared some thoughts on misperceptions parishioners have 
about pastors. I want to play fair, so this month I promised to share some misper-
ceptions pastor have of laity. I asked you to share your thoughts and some of 
you offered suggestions. Thank you for those! As Chuck Lawless notes in his 
blog about a similar subject, I suspect this list may draw some reaction from pas-
tors who will agree or disagree based on their experiences. Remember these 
thoughts are generalities, but feel free to communicate your thoughts. 
  1. Lay people have no interest in prayer or spiritual disciplines. 
Parishioners have heard pastors tell them year after year to be more committed 
in their spiritual lives, but many have never been shown how to do that. 
  2. They do not truly love God. 
That sounds harsh, but sometimes pastors jump to conclusions based on ac-
tions. The honest truth is lay people think about their relationship with God on 
days other than Sunday. 
  3. They do not care about reaching others with the Gospel of Christ. 
Itôs true that the Gospel is not shared often enough, but itôs not because parish-
ioners do not care; sometimes they are just afraid or ill-equipped. Once again, it 
is an opportunity to be taught and encouraged. 
  4. Church members hate change. 
That may be true for a small minority, but the majority of people in the church do 
not mind change. In fact, they understand the need for change. What they donôt 
like is change that happens too quickly or too slowly or without explanation. 
  5. They refuse to follow their pastorôs leading. 
Lead well and people follow well. Lead poorly and people have a difficult time 
getting on board. 
  6. Older people in the church are stuck in the past. 
No oneðyoung or oldðcan stay stuck in the past; life wonôt allow it. Many peo-
ple may miss days that seemed less chaotic, but they know the church must 
move forward. 
  7. They are very greedy and unwilling to give. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. Once again, many people have not been 
taught the principles of tithing. Teach people the reason to give and challenge 
them with a purpose and they will open their wallets. 
  8. They want power, power, power. 
This one is difficult because there are people in the church who seek out power 
for their own purpose and not because they desire to be servants of the Lord. 
Unfortunately, these people give everyone else a bad name. However, many 
people in the church want to serve out of their love for God. These are the peo-
ple who should be nurtured and encouraged. 

Ever Wonder (Part Two)... 

By The Rev. Jeffrey C. Hayes 

Continued on page 2... 

Leadership team minutes for March 
      
     The Leadership team of Calvary met on March 
14th. A welcome and discussion of prayer concerns 
was given by our pastor. Doley Bell approved the 
minutes and Bill Stevens presented the financial re-
port. 
     Pastor Jeff led a discussion on the book ñSticky 
Teams.ò The team had a lot of input for the ideas pre-
sented in the book. We will continue discussing how 
the concepts can be incorporated into our church. 
     Sub-teams met for 30 minutes. Each gave a report 
of their continued work. Strategy and Ministry dis-
cussed ongoing mission efforts. Governance reviewed 
the constitution and by-laws. Operations discussed 
the revised facility use policy and the proposal from 
OneCall about a new phone tree/email system. 
     Melody Bell voiced that she and Joyce would like a 
respite from their work on the churchôs landscaping. 
Both were thanked for their efforts and we will move 
forward with asking for other volunteers. 
     The pastor presented his offerings, including the 
WNCBF Spring Gathering at Calvary May 1st, a new 
initiative with OCC, and his planned vacation for 
March 28-April 3rd.  
     Jim Burnett presented plans for renovating the 
sound system in the sanctuary, including an anony-
mous financial gift to help in this effort. The team dis-
cussed possibilities including a fundraising campaign. 
Specific information will be mailed to the church in mid
-April.  
     The team agreed to meet at the home of Doley 
and Melody Bell in April. We closed in prayer.  

 Dan and Margaret Bradshaw would like 
to thank everyone for your prayers, 
cards and other expressions of sympa-
thy in the recent passing of our brother-
in-law, Ken Ward. 

HOSPICE LUNCH MISSION 
 

          For two years I have headed up a needed mission to 
serve a meal once a month to families, employees and vol-
unteers at the John F. Keener Jr. Solace Center on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month.  We serve for approximately 1.5 
hours and feed an average of about 50 people. 
          I would love to thank all the people who have helped 
serve and prepare the food:  Alma (Floydôs sister), Barbara 
Roberts, Linda Farlow, Charlotte McDowell, and of course, 
Floyd!   
          The meat was being furnished by the Farlow/Truett 
Sunday School classes and is now being funded by the 
Logan Lawrence Foundation.  I have been preparing the 
meat and the others named above have helped with all the 
delicious side dishes and wonderful desserts. 
          Each visit our hearts are blessed with stories and 
appreciation from family members of the patients.  Some-
times there have been patients that are able to eat with us.  
There was a gentleman who told us that we were all angels 
sent to feed him his last home cooked meal. 
          If you would be interested in participating by joining 
our crew of volunteers to cook and or serve, please con-
tact me at 667-0008. 
                                                     ~Donna Candler Hilemon 

Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you 
the desires of your heart! ~Psalm 37:4 



 

Provision Asheville  
Food Pantry Looking for  
Assistance 
 

      
     Provision Ashevilleôs Food Pantry is in 
need for help on Sunday afternoons. The 
pantry is located in the room off the Baker Street entrance.  
     As the food pantry has begun to grow and they are pursuing 
multiple locations to expand, they are looking for a church to take 
over a 'shift' once a month at the current food pantry on Baker 
Street.   
     The food pantry is open on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of every 
month from 3pm to 4:30pm.  There is no work to be done before 
or after, all the food is stocked during the week.  The pantry only 
takes one person to operate, but takes a small handful of people 
to engage with folks, to build relationships, to help carry food, 
and access any other needs that the people might have.   
     If Calvary had 3 to 6 people interested in this opportunity, it 
would be a once a month commitment, for 1.5 hours a 
month.  85% of the people that come to the pantry are repeat 
consumers, so there is great potential to get to know your neigh-
bors in need and build foundations for Gospel conversation! 
     If you are willing to volunteer contact Pastor Jeff, the church 
office, or Derek Robinson, director of Provision Asheville. 

 

When:  August 1-8 
 

Where:  Bethel Nicaragua  -  Northwest Nicaragua in the 
Chinandega/Chichigalpa region 

 

Cost:  $1,800 (Fundraising will hopefully cover 2/3) 

We are working on fundraisers and grants to help with those 
interested in going; this price includes plane ticket, in-

country transportation, food, lodging, and travel insurance. 
 

Ministry Options:  Youth activities, homeless ministry, assis-
tance with kidney patients, basketball outreach, medical 
clinic, bean and rice distribution, school outreach 

 

Vision Nicaragua is a small non-profit organization based 
in Asheville; originally connecting with the people in the vil-
lage of Bethel after Hurricane Mitch 15 years ago.  When 
they arrived, they realized there was much more going on 
there than just the devastation from the hurricane. 

 

They have set up educational sponsorship programs for the 
children, sponsorship programs for widows, as well as spir-
itual support, medical treatments and financial assistance.   

 

You can find more information on their website: 
visionnicaragua.org 

To sign up, request an information form from the 
church off and complete along with deposit. 

Wednesday Night Fellowship,  April 20 
5:30 Spaghetti Dinner 
6:00 Dr. Steve Harmon, professor of Historical Theology at Gardner Webb University 
 

Join us for this special dialogue as Dr. Harmon presents his new bookðin laymanôs termsðBaptist Identity 
and the Ecumenical Future. It promises to be an engaging and edifying conversation. The larger community 
of WNCBF has been invited to join us as well. Come learn something new! 

 

Baptists tend to be the ñproblem childrenò of the ecumenical movement. The Baptist obses-
sion to realize a true church birthed a tradition of separation. While Baptistsô misgivings about ecu-
menism may stem from this fissiparous genealogy, it is equally true that the modern ecumenical 
movement itself increasingly lacks consensus about the pathway to a visible Christian unity. 

In Baptist Identity and the Ecumenical Future, Steven R. Harmon explores the relationship of 
the Baptist calling to be a pilgrim community and the ecumenical movement. Harmon argues that 
neither vision can be fulfilled apart from a mutually receptive ecumenical engagement. As Harmon 
shows, Baptist communities and the churches from which they are separated need one another. 
Chief among the gifts Baptists have to offer the rest of the church are their pilgrim aversion to overly 
realized eschatologies of the church and their radical commitment to discerning the rule of Christ by 
means of the Scriptures. Baptists, in turn, must be willing to receive from other churches neglected 
aspects of the radical catholicity from which the Bible is inseparable. 

Embedded in the Baptist vision and its historical embodiment are surprising openings for 
ecumenical convergence. Baptist Identity and the Ecumenical Future urges Baptists and their dia-
logue partners to recognize and embrace these ecumenically oriented facets of Baptist identity as 
indispensable provisions for their shared pilgrimage toward the fullness of the rule of Christ in their 
midst, which remains partial so long as Christôs body remains divided. 

-from the Baylor University Press book review 

Steven R. Harmon began teaching in the Gardner Webb School of Divinity in 2010. He teaches 
Christian Theology I, Christian Theology II, Christian Ethics, Introduction to Theological Education for 
Ministry, Theory and Practice of Ministry, Capstone Seminar, elective courses in ecumenism and Baptist 
theology, and the Doctor of Ministry seminar Educating the Church through Christian Spirituality. He is 
the author of several books and has also published numerous journal articles, chapters in multi-author 
books, and general readership publications. Dr. Harmon is Book Review Editor for Perspectives in Reli-
gious Studies, Contributing Editor of Pacific Journal of Baptist Research, and former Associate Editor of 
Review and Expositor. 

Prior to teaching in the School of Divinity, Dr. Harmon was Associate Professor of Christian The-
ology at Campbell University Divinity School in Buies Creek, North Carolina and Associate Professor of 
Divinity at Samford Universityôs Beeson Divinity School in Birmingham, Alabama. He has served as Visit-
ing Professor at Duke University Divinity School in Durham, North Carolina and Lutheran Theological 

Southern Seminary in Columbia, South Carolina. Dr. Harmon has served as pastor of three churches in Texas, interim pastor of 
churches in North Carolina, and guest preacher and teacher in numerous congregations in Texas, North Carolina, Alabama, 
Maryland, and Virginia. He is a member of St. Johnôs Baptist Church in Charlotte, where he serves as a liaison between the 
congregation and the North Carolina Council of Churches, and is an active member of the Commission on Doctrine and Chris-
tian Unity of the Baptist World Alliance, which he has represented in ecumenical dialogues with the Anglican Communion, the 
Catholic Church, and the Eastern Orthodox churches, and as a plenary member of the World Council of Churches Commission 
on Faith and Order. 

Dr. Harmon hails from Texas. He is married to Kheresa Wedding Harmon, Director of Admissions for the School of Di-
vinity, and they are the parents of an elementary school-age son, Timothy. Dr. Harmonôs hobbies include running, reading, lis-
tening to a wide variety of music ñfrom Bach to Bono,ò playing the French horn and alto recorder and learning to play acoustic 
guitar, and traveling. 

-from gardner-webb.edu/faculty-and-staff 

WNCBF will hold their Spring Gathering at Calvary 
on May 1st from 3-6PM.  Volunteers are needed to 
help direct traffic, serve as greeters, and set-up/
clean-up during the event. 

 

 We are looking for volunteers to help on Sunday mornings in 
the nursery during worship.  Bobbie McMahan and Peggy 
Brown do a wonderful job,  but they deserve the opportunity 
to worship with our church as well.  We would love to have a 
list of volunteers so we can establish a rotation. 

 Calvary attracts a lot of couples who 
desire to be married in our wonder-
ful facilities.  As our facility usage 
form is being revised, we are looking 
for people to serve as Wedding 
Hosts during these special events.  
You will  serve as  the contact person for cou-
ples desiring to be married at Calvary, howev-
er, you will not have any responsibility as a 
Wedding Coordinator.  This is a paid position 
as described in our facility usage form. 

Ever Wonder Continued é 

  9. They all take but seldom give. 
The statistic 20% of the people do 80% of the work in a 
church often rings true, but many others would like to be 
involved. Instead, no one has ever helped them understand 
their God-given giftedness or asked them how to use those 
gifts in the church. 
  10. They want a new pastor. 
Iôm not foolish enough to think this is never true, but 98.99% 
of the time parishioners support their pastor. Often this is in 
ways the pastor never sees. Some of the worldôs most lov-
ing, caring, and supportive people sit in the pew Sunday af-
ter Sunday because they believe in their pastor. 
 What are your thoughts? Have I overlooked any-
thing? What would you add to the list? 

 

OCC APRIL ITEMS: 
Stuffed animals 

 
Please drop in bins located in 
office and coffee area. 


