
Cross 
points 

     Last month a new film titled 
Hacksaw Ridge hit theaters 
with much acclaim. The film 
tells the true story of Pfc. Des-
mond T. Doss, who won the 
Congressional Medal of Honor 
following WWII, despite his re-
fusal to carry a weapon on reli-
gious grounds. His bravery dur-
ing the war saved the lives of 
seventy-five solders in the Bat-
tle of Okinawaðwithout ever firing a shot! It is a great film, but an even 
better story! 
     Most of us have a love/hate relationship with story. We love a good sto-
ry on the silver screen or one we read in a good book, but once those sto-
ries have ended we snap back to reality, to our story, which feels less sen-
sational or exciting as the ones in movies or best-selling novels. It is then 
we hate story, because we do not know how to translate the hustle and 
bustle of our daily story into something magical, soul-stirring, and gut-
wrenching. 
     The truth, however, is that each of us have a great story. It is a story 
with intriguing plot twists mixed with moments of love, redemption, come-
dy, drama, and adventure. And unlike movies or books, which have a be-
ginning, middle, and end, your story is ongoing. What makes your story so 
special? Because God is in your story! Better yet, God is your story. 
     Over the past two months we have walked through the seasons of the 
Christian year. If you have learned nothing else, then I hope you have 
learned that Jesus lives in, with, and through youðthat his story is your 
storyðand itôs fantastic! And by following the pattern of the Christian year, 
we witness how our story and the story of Jesus mesh into one transform-

The Rev. Jeffrey C. Hayes 
What is Your God Story? 

Sunday Worship 

December 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Malachi 3:1-4 
 

December 11 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 

December 18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5:2-5a 
Choir Christmas Cantata 

 

December 24 
Christmas Eve Candlelight with 
Missio Dei and SOMA Churches 

5:30PM 
 

December 25 
Christmas Day Communion 
11:00AM (No Sunday School) 
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December 6 
6:30 Deacon Meeting 
Coffee House 

 

December 11 
Quarterly Business Meeting 

following Worship 
 

December 12 
6:00 Leadership Team Meeting 

December Meetings 

Continued on page 2 

Leadership Team Minutes for November 
 

     The November meeting was opened with prayer and the minutes from 
the previous meeting were approved. Bill Stevens gave the financial report 
stressing that we are still behind with our budget giving. The 2017 budget 
and other nominations will be voted on December 11, 2016.   
     The Homeschool group wishes to have use of the Candler Center for a 
new Culture group that will study different cultures one day a month. The 
motion carried. 
     Pastor Jeffôs doctoral project will be completed on Sunday, November 
20th. 
     The Governance Sub-team task of going through the Employee 
Handbook and making necessary changes will be put on hold until 2017. 
     The Strategy and Ministry Sub-team reported that some of the current 
church ministries include ABCCM, the Veterans Quarters, the garden, 
Outreach to Homeschool and Daycare parents and cleaning around the 
church property. 
     The Operations Sub-team has completed their work on the 2017 
budget.  
     We will have a Christmas Banquet and Concert on Sunday, December 
4th.     
     The Bolick home members still need a Sunday School class at Calvary.   
     The Christmas Eve service is planned and we will not have Sunday 
School on Christmas morning but we will have our regular 11:00 Worship 
service.  Katie Hurley will be an artist in residence from December 4th 
through January 1st.  Our December meeting on December 12th will 
include dinner. 
     The meeting was closed with prayer. 
     Respectfully submitted, 
     Jennie Dalton, Church Clerk 



DECEMBER ARTIST IN RESIDENCE:  Kate Hurley 
 

     Kate Hurley is an author, musician, worship leader, certified life coach, and music 
teacher. She teaches piano lessons, beginning guitar lessons, songwriting lessons, and 
voice lessons. Her musical career has spanned fourteen years playing and teaching 
everywhere from castles in Germany to slum villages in India and audiences of 30,000 
plus. Her favorite instruments are piano, guitar, and the hammered dulcimer. Kate has 
written a book titled Cupid is a Procrastinator: Making Sense of the Unexpected Single 
Life. It is about the joys and frustrations of being single longer than she expected.  
Originally from Colorado, Kate has spent time all over the world. Recently she moved to 
Asheville to continue her music career and be closer to family. 
     Throughout the month of December, Kate will be our special guest during worship. 
She will also be teaching music lessons to members of our community. We invite you to 
come hear Kate in worship, learn a new instrument through her teaching, buy her music, 
take her to lunch or coffee, or just spend time just getting to know her. 

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall 
come forth to me The One to be ruler in Israel, whose 
goings forth are from of old, from everlasting. 

Micah 5:2  

DRIVER NEEDED 
We are in need of a driver to rotate 
Sundayôs to pick up Joseph and 
Cheryl Rehmatullah and bring them 
to church then back to their home.  
For more information please contact 
Fred Duyck at 777-5764.   

 

 

 

 

Christmas at the Cove 
December 14 

We still have 2 tickets available.  
All tickets must be paid for in ad-
vance.  We purchased 20 tickets 
and have 6 tickets paid for.  If you 
want to go, please send in your 
money to reserve your spot 
ASAP! 

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 

The Heart of Christmas tells the 
timeless story that we remember each 
year in a creative, profound way -- by 
probing the hearts of those most 
directly involved in St. Luke's account 
of that first Christmas. This touching 
cantata uses a masterful variety of 
musical styles, from blues and 
bluegrass to the warmly melodic and 
chorally traditional. The choir has been 
preparing for this rich presentation of 
the Christmas message and we look 
forward to their leading us in worship. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 

We are Christmas caroling at the 
Baptist Retirement Home on 
December 21.  The van will be 
leaving the church at 10:00am.  
ALL ARE WELCOME to join us!  

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED DEC. 26-JAN. 2 

OCC 
SHOEBOXES 

We had a great turnout for our 
Shoebox Packing Party. To 
date we have packed 392 
shoeboxes!  Thank you all so 
much for your year round 
participation in collecting items 
and blessing so many children 
with your generosity.  We have 
a team that will be going to Charlotte on December 
9th to volunteer at the Processing center.  

 
QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 
ELECTIONS AND BUDGET ADOPTION 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 
We will have our last Quarterly Business meeting for 2016 on Sunday, 
December 11 following Worship.  This meeting will include voting on the 
Servant Leaders that were nominated for Deacons, Leadership Team 
and Church Officers.  We will also be voting to adopt our 2017 Budget.  
There are copies of the proposed budget in the organ window. If you 
have business to bring to the church, contact the office before Dec. 5th. 

ing experience to be shared with the world. St. Fran-
cis is famous for coining the phrase, ñPreach the 
Gospel continuously, and when necessary use 
words.ò I would augment his words slightly and say, 
ñPreach the Gospel by living your story.ò 
     Living our God story starts by intentionally living 
our lives for Jesus, aligning every joy, every sorrow, 
every desire and disappointment, every success and 
season to his character. As I shared in the final ser-
mon of this series, people are silently asking of us 
each day, ñAre you Jesus?ò I believe if we live the 
Christian year with consistency, then the answer will 
be a resounding ñYes!ò The Christian year places 
our focus exactly where it need beðthe story of Je-
susðand, thus, places our story exactly where it 
need beðliving as Jesus. 
     How might you incorporate a stronger telling of 
Godôs story in your life? How might a deeper focus 
on Jesusô life, death, and resurrection enrich your 
spirituality? As we begin a new year in the church 
calendar this month, may God continue to be ever-
present in the story of our church.   
     During our quarterly business meeting on De-
cember 11th I will give a debriefing statement re-
garding my project. This statement will detail some 
of the results from the evaluations over the past 
eight weeks. Preliminary results show a strong favor 
toward observing the Christian year in our worship 
alongside a growing interest in learning more about 
the seasons. Many of you gave insightful comments 
in the post-survey regarding how the project impact-
ed your spirituality as well as how the study might be 
improved. As I have reiterated throughout the pro-
ject, the most important result is our desire to find 
ways to follow Jesus closer in our lives. I believe the 
Christian year gives us a great opportunity to do that 
in and out of worship.  
     Thank you for walking this journey with me. I look 
forward to celebrating Advent, Christmas, and all the 
seasons with each of you. ~Pastor Jeff 

Continued from page 1 

Christmas Carol Game 
See if you can guess the actual titles for the following  
well known Christmas Carols! 
1. Bleached Yule 
2. Castaneous-colored Seed Vesicated in a Conflagration 
3. Singular Yearning for the Twin Anterior Incisors 
4. Righteousness Darkness 
5. Arrival Time:  2400 Hrs  -  Weather:  Cloudless 
6. Loyal Followers Advance 
7. Far Off in a Feeder 
8. Array the Corridor 
9. Bantam Male Percussionist 
10. Proceed and Enlighten on the Pinnacle 
11. Nocturnal Noiselessness 
12. Deity Deactivate Blithe Chevaliers 
13. Red Man En Route to Borough 
14. Frozen Precipitation Commence 
15. Monarchial Triad 
 
Answers on Calendar! 
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